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Nature Vancouver was founded as the Vancouver Natural History 
Society in 1918 by Professor John Davidson with the following 
objectives:

To promote the enjoyment of nature •	
To foster public interest and education  •	
in the appreciation and study of nature
To encourage the wise use and conservation  •	
of natural resources
To work for the complete protection of  •	
endangered species and ecosystems
To promote access to, and maintenance of,  •	
natural areas in the vicinity of Vancouver

Weekly updates to Members
Nature Vancouver sends out emails to advise members of 
upcoming programs, field trips and events or any last minute 
cancellations or changes in time, date or location of programs. If 
you are not receiving these updates, and wish to, please contact our 
Membership Secretary, helen.aqua@gmail.com or 604-787-4883, 
who will add or update your email information.

Volunteer Round up
Members are always needed to help out with each section meeting, 
become a section committee member, serve on the Board or lead a 
field trip. If you have an interest in volunteering please contact the 
appropriate person on section pages or visit our website.

Nature 
Vancouver

Nature Vancouver’s education Trust Fund 
and the Annual Scholarship
 
At the annual general meeting each year, Nature Vancouver 
awards a scholarship to either a member of the Society or to a 
member of a member’s family. 
 
The scholarship is funded by the interest from a series of 
dedicated Guaranteed  Investment Certificates, commonly 
known as GICs. These GIC’s have been funded by donations 
made to the Education Trust Fund by members over many 
years. The Society would like to increase the amount of these 
investments so that the amount of the annual scholarship can 
be progressively increased. It is also hoped that an additional 
scholarship can eventually be offered.
 
Our Society benefits from many generous donations made by 
members when they renew their memberships and at other 
times. When making a donation please consider dedicating 
your donation to the Education Trust Fund. If you have any 
questions about this fund or other Nature Vancouver funds 
please contact Treasurer, Jeremy McCall at jpmccall@telus.net
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Board of Directors 2017-2018

President: Bill Kinkaid
Privacy Policy Administrator; Hiking and Backpacking  

Team Leader;  Representative to BC Nature

Vice President: Bengul Kurtar
Social Media Coordinator; liaison with Botany Section Committee; 

liaison with Field Trip Coordinator 

Secretary/Treasurer: Jeremy McCall
Vancouver Naturalist liaison;  

Editor of Discovery

Recording Secretary: Daphne Nagorsen
Website Coordinator; Reference Binder Coordinator; Archivist

Director: Helen Aqua
Membership Secretary; Outreach Coordinator; Social Coordinator; 

Volunteer Coordinator; liaison with NatureKids BC

Director: Colin Clasen
Director-at-large:

Director: David Cook
Geology Section Chair; Editor of Nature Notes for Discovery

Director: Harry Crosby
Conservation Coordinator

Director: Jude Grass
Birding Section Chair; Coordinator of General Evening  

Programs and Education Workshops

Director: Joan Lopez
Marine Biology Section Chair

Director: Nigel Peck
Camp Committee Chair

Director: Bev Ramey
Representative to BC Nature; 100th Anniversary Coordinator

message from the president
By Bill Kinkaid

Between storms on Parker Ridge, Banff National Park. 
Photo by Daphne Nagorsen

The centennial year of Nature Vancouver is also turning out to be 
a year of transition. After fourteen years on the Board of Directors 
and two as President, I’ve decided to move on. I’ve done most of 
what I wanted to do in the society and it’s time to pass the torch. 
Three others have also decided to leave the board as of this spring’s 
AGM; we’re losing a lot of experience, but this is a time of renewal 
and we have new board members coming in who I’m confident 
will bring new ideas and enthusiasm.

I will continue to be involved in the transition, but I’ve been 
passing on most of my commitments. In early May we host the 
Annual General Meeting and Conference of BC Nature; I’ll give 
an address on the opening evening, will lead a hike on the last day 
of the conference, and will help out anywhere else as needed. I’m 
also helping out with planning the summer camp at McGillivray 
Pass though I won’t be going there myself. I’ll still be active and 
involved but more than anything my involvement will be hiking 
and backpacking (in and out of the society). 

There have been many challenges and frustrations in my years, 
but I have nothing but respect and appreciation for the people 
I’ve worked with. My experience with the society has been 
overwhelmingly positive; I’ve made a number of good friends over 
the years and had a lot of good times in and out of doors, and I’m 
very thankful for the opportunity to learn about nature and to 
share a lot of knowledge with others.

I look forward to continued learning and enjoyment of nature 
with the society. Happy 100th to Nature Vancouver - here’s to the 
next hundred years!
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Members are reminded that their membership renewal date  
is printed on the address label of this publication. 

As well, you will receive a renewal notification 
from the Membership Secretary.

Membership Corner
By Helen Aqua, Membership Secretary
‘

I am writing this piece as the sun is rising on another beautiful clear 
morning in Vancouver. 

There is so much to look forward to now that it’s 2018 – our 100th 
year as a Society!  As registrar for our club’s hosting extremely 
pleased that so many of our club members are planning to attend 
all or part of the Thursday to Sunday (May 10 – 13) programming. 
Processing the registrations is keeping me busy! The website that 
we developed contains lots of information about walks, talks, tours 
& dinners. Check out https://event.naturevancouver.ca. I will 
have copies of the conference program and registration forms at 
all of our regular Thursday night lectures. And remember, if you 
want a mini holiday, we’ve booked a block of private studio suites 
at the Ponderosa Commons residence, for a very reasonable rate. 
And certainly, you can help out too. After the March committee 
meeting, we’ll have a very good idea of the available volunteer jobs 
at the Conference.

We have been busy planning many other events throughout this 
100th anniversary year – perhaps you’ve received one of my post-
cards with your membership renewal or at a Thursday night lecture. 
One side of the card lists an interesting selection of the events for 
2018. The annual Day in the Garden at the VanDusen Garden is 
booked for Saturday July 7th. I’m hoping for another gorgeous 
sunny day!

If there are other events you’d like to suggest we could include 
in this year’s planning, please let me or Bev Ramey know. And 
remember, if you would like a ride to any event or Thursday evening 
talk, please let me know – appreciate a week’s notice so I can locate 
someone driving in from your area. We have an amazing number of 
members who react to requests such as providing a ride.

A warm welcome to our new members:  Shirley Sinclair & Gerald 
McKee, Laura Cottle & Jorma Neuvohen, Donna & Brian 
Underhill, Susan Taylor, Donna Webb, Trudie Vandenburg, Reed 
Clarke, Gareth Llewellyn, Susan Clark & Jack Wootton, Jill 
Marsden, Lavinia Mohr & William Hamilton, Daniel Byers.  We 
have also had a good number of people returning as members after a 
long “lapse” – a hearty welcome back!

2018 
NATuRe VANCOuVeR 

scHolarsHip

For 2018, Nature Vancouver will award a 
scholarship of $1,000 to a member of the Society or 
a member of his or her immediate family. 

To qualify for the scholarship, an applicant or 
nominee must be registered at an accredited 
institution of higher learning in British Columbia 
for at least one session in 2018, and must be 
studying a subject which advances the objectives of 
the Society.

Written applications should include the name of 
the applicant or nominee, a brief description of 
his or her program of study and an explanation of 
how the studies advance the objectives of Nature 
Vancouver. These are listed on the inside front page 
of Vancouver Naturalist. 

Related activities such as volunteering with NGOs 
will also be taken into account.

The deadline for submissions is Friday April 13, 
2018. 

For more information, please contact Jeremy 
McCall, Finance Committee Chair, by email at 
jpmccall@telus.net or by phone at 604-876-7694.

Applications or nominations for the scholarship can 
be mailed to: 2018 Scholarship, Nature Vancouver, 
PO Box 3021, Stn. Terminal, Vancouver BC 
V6B 3X5 or e-mailed to jpmccall@telus.net
 

FOR MORe INFO, VISIT

www.naturevancouver.ca
CREDIT” The historical insert pages in this issue wouldn’t have 
looked so good without Ron Long’s assistance magically turning 
all the photos &W scans I chose to use into first class colour & 
black & white files. And many, many thanks to Bev Ramey for 
her proofreading and full support in this very last minute project!
– Helen Aqua”
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2018 is the 100th anniversary of Nature Vancouver 
(Vancouver Natural History Society, VNHS). Historically 
themed outings and events are planned throughout the 
year. Additional details will be provided on the Nature 
Vancouver website and the weekly mass email circulation, 
including for some of the outings, how to register with the leader.

(Note that Nature Vancouver’s regular field trips and weekly 
evening speakers continue throughout the year. These are listed 
on the website, elsewhere in this Vancouver Naturalist, and in the 
weekly email circulation. Only those activities with a historical 
theme are highlighted below.) 

MARCh
March 10, Saturday:  Snowshoe Yew Lake and Bowen Lookout, 
Cypress Provincial Park, a historical location for VNHS trips. 
Leaders Bill Kinkaid and Friends of Cypress Provincial Park

March 25, Sunday:  Maplewood Conservation Area – special 
outing to celebrate the success of Nature Vancouver’s decade long 
efforts to protect this natural area in North Vancouver (protected 
1991). Leaders - Stephen Partington, Kevin Bell, Jude Grass. Meet 
at Maplewood entrance, 10:00 am.

March 28, Wednesday: Ferry and bus trip to Vancouver Island 
with stop at Rathtrevor Park timed for the herring spawn, a 
favourite historical outing;  lunch at Shady Rest, Qualicum Beach. 
Return in the evening. We will meet up with long time Nature 
Vancouver members now living on Vancouver Island. Leader - Bill 
Merilees. Contact - Cynthia Crampton. 
 
April 26, Thursday evening:  Nature Vancouver’s AGM on its 
100th anniversary. 

April 29, Sunday:  Lighthouse Park, West Vancouver
In 1973 Vancouver Natural History Society published an illustrated 
guide book titled - Nature West Coast: A study of plants, insects, 
birds, mammals and marine life as seen in Lighthouse Park. A 
revised and updated edition was released in 1988. 

Join leader Kelly Sekhon on Sunday, April 29 to visit Lighthouse 
Park forty-five years after the original book was published. We will 
try to find and identify some of the flora and fauna mentioned in 
the book. Meet at 9 am in the parking lot. We will walk clockwise 
along the outer trail with a lunch break near the lighthouse and 
back to the parking area by 3 pm. Bring a lunch and wear hiking 

boots or shoes with ankle support. Be prepared for some rough 
trails and a long walk. There will be an option to do only part of 
the walk and leave the group around lunch time.

MAy
May 10 – 13, Thursday to Sunday:  Nature Vancouver hosts the 
BC Nature Conference and AGM. Venue UBC Forest Sciences 
Centre with reception there on Thursday evening, a buffet dinner at 
UBC Botanical Gardens on Friday evening and a banquet at UBC 
St John’s College on Saturday evening. Speakers, field trips and 
lab tours focus on theme of “Promoting Health in Nature:  Past, 
Present & Future”. Nature Vancouver was one of the lead natural 
history clubs that led the formation of the provincial federation 
of natural history clubs, BC Nature, in 1969. Nature Vancouver 
members are encouraged to register and help share our local natural 
areas and hospitality with naturalists from around the province. 
https://event.naturevancouver.ca/

May 19 – 21, Victoria Day weekend, Saturday to Monday:  
Stein Valley backpack. Nature Vancouver participated in efforts 
to protect the Stein Valley, declared a park in1995 as Stein Valley 
Nlaka’pamux Heritage Park. Leaders:  Bill Kinkaid and  
Daphne Nagorsen.

JuNe
June 2 - 3, Saturday to Sunday:  Botanie Valley – in the footsteps 
of early VNHS campers, to the ‘Bootahnie’ Valley, possibly also 
lower Stein River Valley. Leader Harry Crosby 

June 8 – 10,  Friday to Sunday:  Newcastle Island (near 
Nanaimo).
Leader Daphne Nagorsen.

June 27, Wednesday:  Opening of exhibition at the Museum of 
Vancouver. Nature Vancouver is co-producing Wild Things: The 
Power of Nature in Our Lives with the Museum of Vancouver. 
Opening night reception on June 27 (watch for further details). 
The exhibition will run until January 2019. A behind-the-scenes 
tour of this ‘museum display in the making’ will be offered twice 
during the BC Nature conference in May. Our Nature Vancouver 
coordinator is Elena Klein

Nature Vancouver 
Celebrates Our 100th 
Anniversary!
By Bev Ramey

VCBrink, 1963, VNHS Camp, Marble Canyon, Pavilion, George Kuthan puppet show
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July
July 7, Saturday:  Summer social at VanDusen Botanical 
Gardens. Our annual social at this location with historical 
connection, as VNHS supported the transformation of the old 
Shaughnessy Golf Course into VanDusen Botanical Gardens. 
Social will be held in the Cedar Room, where our meetings were 
once held.  Coordinator Helen Aqua. 

July 22-29 and July 29 - August 5:  Two one week camps 
at McGillivray Pass, high elevation backcountry setting near 
Bralorne;  a location of previous Vancouver Natural History 
Society camps. Camp Chair – Nigel Peck. More information at 
http://naturevancouver.ca/camp_2017

august
Date TBD:  Cypress Provincial Park – summer outing in the 
footsteps of our society’s founder, John Davidson– Lyn Grants to 
coordinate with Friends of Cypress Provincial Park. 

Date TBD: mid to late August, Saturday:  Black Tusk Meadows 
–day hike in footsteps of our society’s founder, John Davidson, to 
celebrate creation of Garibaldi Provincial Park in 1927. Vancouver 
Natural History Society was lead advocate for protection of this 
park. Leaders Bill Kinkaid and Daphne Nagorsen. 

 

september
September 1, Saturday:  Lighthouse Park – This fall trip in 
celebration of VNHS book, Nature West Coast, will explore the 
veteran trees. Leader David Cook.  

September 9, Sunday: Riverview Arboretum TreeFest. Riverview 
Arboretum was established by VNHS founder, John Davidson. 
Through Riverview Horticultural Centre Society and together 
with Burke Mountain Naturalists, Nature Vancouver will 
participate in the annual TreeFest, organized to celebrate and 
appreciate the arboretum.  

OCTOBeR
October 25, Thursday evening:  “Social and celebration with a 
65 Year Reflection”.   Enjoy a social evening together with a talk 
by Bill Merilees. Bill has been a member of Nature Vancouver 
since 1953 and will share his perspective of our club from over the 
past half century. Enjoy finger foods at 6:00 pm, with talk by Bill 
around 7:00 pm, followed by more social time.

NOVeMBeR
November 22, Thursday evening:  Daniel Mosquin will speak on 
the founder of the Vancouver Natural History Society, Professor 
John Davidson. Professor Davidson was VNHS president for the 
first twenty years of our society and the Botany Section Chair 
from 1926 – 1952. He founded the UBC Botanical Garden in 
1916. Speaker, Daniel Mosquin, is currently Research Manager at 
the UBC Botanical Garden.  

DeCeMBeR
December 13, Thursday evening:  Holiday Social with a 
historical perspective

OTheR ANNIVeRSARy ACTIVITIeS
For those who follow social media, see the postings on Facebook 
and Instagram of historical photos leading up to the 2018 BC 
Nature Conference and continuing throughout 2018, with thanks 
to Bengül Kurtar.

A timeline presentation of our history will be posted on the soon 
to be live, new Nature Vancouver website, thanks to Susan Fisher 
and Helen Aqua.

A Discovery 100th Anniversary edition will be printed in 2019, 
with expanded 100 years historical timeline, thanks to Jeremy 
McCall, Daphne Solecki, Marian Coope and Susan Fisher. 

Memorabilia will soon be available for purchase, including a 
thermos, 100th anniversary pin and poster.

nature VancouVer  CeleBRATION eVeNTS
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Special 100th Anniversary Section by Helen Aqua, Ron Long and Bev Ramey
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Vancouver Natural History Society 1918 - 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Our 1st Logo - 1918 
Our 50th Anniversary 

Logo - 1968 
Our 100th Anniversary 

Logo - 2018 

 

 

Vancouver Natural History Society 
field trip - Afternoon at Siwash Rock  
(pre-seawall)   Photo: VPL_6820 
 

Vancouver Natural History 
Society field trip. 
Headed for Iona Beach (pre 
Arthur Laing Bridge)  
Photo: VPL_18639 
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Professor John Davidson 
John Davidson, provincial botanist, 
CVA 660-692 - John Davidson, 
Dunbar History Project 

 

1st Society Logo 
Used on covers of 
annual AGM booklets 
(see below) 

 
This article (along with one other, entitled “Reminiscences”) appeared in the 
British Columbia Mountaineering Club’s 50th Anniversary Booklet in 1957. 
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100th Anniversary Section  Page 3 
 

 

 

 
 Botany Table at Paradise Valley VNHS Camp 1982 

(Manning Park expansion area). RC (Bob) Harris Photo. 
The plant and bird lists compiled at every VNHS (now 
Nature Vancouver) camp helped document and increase 
public awareness about the natural values of these areas. 
About 12 VHNS camp locations have been protected as 
Provincial Parks. 
 

VNHS (Nature Vancouver) members exploring the Pitt Valley 
lowlands, RC (Bob) Harris photo, 1978.  Nature Vancouver 
members have made countless field trips and documented the 
natural history of wetlands in the Lower Mainland.  Nine of 
these wetlands have subsequently been protected as provincial 
Wildlife Management Areas and another ten as regional, 
municipal or other level of government protected wetland. 
 

 

 
 

   

These six covers are but a small sample of Vancouver 
Natural History Society publications through the years 
Photo credit (publications): Helen Aqua 

1924 

1986 
1973 

2012 1996 2006 
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100th Anniversary Section  Page 4 

Some Memories from 1927 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For many years members received 
meeting information similar to our 
modern weekly email via a monthly 
postcard. Note that the meetings took 
place (right-hand postcard) at the 
Normal School which was located at 10th 
& Cambie, part of the first Fairview site 
of UBC. The advertisement on the 
envelope states $5 of parcel post 
insurance was available for 5 cents. Cost 
of regular postage was 1 cent. Photo 
Source: UBC Archives (Davidson Fonds) 

Small booklets measuring  
3 1/2” x 5 ½” were 
published for each Annual 
General meeting. They 
contained Board of 
Director Information, 
Section Chairmen, the 
Constitution, a list of 
members’ names and 
addresses & seasonal 
program schedules (field 
trips & lectures) 
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General
The General Evening Programs are held January through April 
and September through November on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 7:30 pm at the Unitarian Centre, 49th at Oak, 
Vancouver. These programs are open to the public and members 
are encouraged to invite their friends. 

For more information and suggestions for future programs, please 
contact the Program Coordinator Jude Grass at 604-219-2043.

ThuRSDAy, MARCh 22

2018 digital photography competition
Ron Long

See http://naturevancouver.ca/node/64 for all submission 
information.

ThuRSDAy, MARCh 29

Importance of Bogs and Wetlands
Dr. Rolf Mathewes

Dr. Rolf Mathewes has had a distinguished academic career 
as a professor, mentor, teacher, and scientific researcher of 
international renown. He is widely considered to be one of the 
top paleoecologists in Canada and is respected around the world 
for his ground-breaking contributions to quaternary science. (The 
Quaternary period encompasses the last 2.6 million years.) His 
research reconstructs the history of climate events through time, 
answering fundamental questions in geology, biogeography and 
evolutionary biology.
 
tHursday, april 26

nature Vancouver agm

Please see Vancouver Naturalist insert for details.

ThuRSDAy, MAy 10

bc nature conference & agm

Four-day event hosted by Nature Vancouver - begins Thursday 
May 10, ends Sunday May 13
Nature Vancouver is hosting the BC Nature Conference & AGM, 
May 10 - 13. The venue for the conference is UBC’s Forest 
Sciences Centre. Promoting Health in Nature:  Past, Present and 
Future, is the conference theme. The website is https://event.
naturevancouver.ca

Accommodation has been arranged in the Ponderosa Commons 
student residences within a short walking distance of the 
conference location. Evening dinners are offered, Friday at the 

UBC Botanical Gardens and Saturday at St. John’s College dining 
hall. The Thursday evening opening reception will be at the UBC 
Forest Sciences Centre.

Read about the speakers and field trips through at www.event.
naturevancouver.ca. The Program and Registration are in the 
winter BCnature magazine, received by members in early 
December. If you have any questions, call Helen Aqua 604-787-
4883 or Bev Ramey 604-224-7689.

For the many Nature Vancouver members who have enjoyed 
conferences hosted by other natural history clubs around the 
province, this is a wonderful opportunity to participate in this 
conference and share your local area with naturalists from around 
our province.

Birding
The evening programs of the Birding Section are held on the first 
Thursday of each month from September to May at 7:30 pm in 
the Parish Hall of St. Mary’s (Kerrisdale) Anglican Church, 2490 
West 37th Avenue (at Larch Street), Vancouver. The programs 
start with introductions and items of general interest. The main 
presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments. 
These programs are open to the public and members are 
encouraged to invite their friends. For more information and 
suggestions for future programs, contact Program Coordinator 
Jude Grass at 604-219-2043

Birder’s Night

ThuRSDAy, MARCh 1

Raptors of the Fraser Valley – how are they 
doing and how can we help
Myles Lamont

Myles Lamont is a wildlife biologist, zoologist and naturalist. 
Working professionally as both a wildlife biologist and a zoologist, 
he has a strong passion for wildlife conservation, reintroduction 
biology and the management of threatened species. He has worked 
both internationally and domestically on wildlife conservation 
projects, from arctic and boreal Canada to the tropical forests of 
the Indian Ocean. 

nature VancouVer  

evening programs

FOR MORe INFO, VISIT

www.naturevancouver.ca
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tHursday, april 5

Birding in Colombia – the Country with the 
Most Species in the World
Dr. David Bradley (Bird Studies Canada) 

and Ana Gonzales (PhD candidate)

At the northern end of South America, Colombia is a megadiverse 
country for birds, with 2,000 recorded species, over 100 of which 
are endemic to the country. This amazing diversity is a result of 
numerous factors, from the country’s position between Central and 
South America, which funnels migrants as they move to and from 
the continent, to the Pacific and Atlantic coastlines, the expansive 
Amazon rainforest, and the highly seasonal llanos grasslands. Add to 
this the three distinct arms of the high Andes with its intermountain 
valleys and associated elevation gradient, and you have all the 
ingredients for a plethora of birds. We will discuss the birds of 
Colombia and some of the factors that create the country’s immense 
diversity and the threats they face. We will also outline two post-
congress tours we are running there in September as part of the 
International Ornithological Congress in August.

 
ThuRSDAy, MAy 3

Outdoor event

For more details, visit www.naturevancouver.ca

Botany
The evening programs of the Botany Section are held from January 
through April and September through November on the third 
Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Unitarian Centre, 
949 West 49th Avenue (at Oak Street). There is ample parking 
immediately behind the church which is best entered when heading 
north on Oak Street. Tea and cookies will be served from  
7 to 7:30 pm. For more information and suggestions for future 
programs please contact Ron Long, rlphoto@shaw.ca,  
604-469-1651 

ThuRSDAy, MARCh 15

Snow Algae and Climate Change
Lynne Quarmby

This slide show and talk will explore the cell biology and natural 
history of snow algae while taking us on journeys to Svalbard 
and into our local mountains. Images of spectacular scenery and 
microscopic views of the algae will accompany Lynne’s stories of 
scientific discovery and artistic collaborations. We’ll hear how Lynne 
responds to the realities of climate change with grief and with hope.

Lynne Quarmby is a professor in the Department of Molecular 
Biology & Biochemistry at Simon Fraser University where she 
teaches and runs a research lab. Lynne has published over 50 
scientific papers and received awards for both teaching and 
research. In 2015, she was recognized with the Sterling Prize for 
Controversy for her “work in sustainable energy and materials 
policy.” Responding to a growing political disregard of science, 
particularly climate science, Lynne’s engagement has ranged from 
civil disobedience to traditional politics, going so far as to run 
for a seat in Parliament in the 2015 Federal election. Lynne has 
initiated a new research project to study snow algae, a community 
of microorganisms that form one of many positive feedback loops 
for global warming.

tHursday, april 19

new alpine plant discoveries  
from Northern BC
Ken Marr

Ken Marr presents an illustrated talk about the flora of northern BC 
including images of the landscapes, rare plants, common plants, a 
pseudoflower, a puzzling gap in the distribution of several species 
and what we are learning from DNA markers about the migration 
of several species. Lots of images of flowers!
Ken Marr has been Botany Curator with the Royal BC Museum 
(RBCM) since 2001. He is interested in the classification, 
biogeography and conservation of terrestrial vascular plants, in 
particular the alpine flora of northern BC, where most of his 
fieldwork occurs. One part of this effort is to use DNA markers 
to attempt to understand the migration pathway of alpine species 
into BC following the last ice age and to evaluate evidence for 
the existence of full glacial refugia within the borders of BC. This 
research has taken him to Russia, Alaska, Yukon and more than 70 
mountains in northern BC.

His PhD is from the University of British Columbia, MS from U 
of Hawaii and BA from U of Colorado. He has taught courses in 
vascular plant taxonomy at the University of Victoria, UBC, U of 
Montana and U of Wyoming. Prior to working at the BC Royal 
Museum, Ken lived two and a half years in Yunnan Province, 
China, where he researched the ethnobotany and domestication of 
several Cucurbits. 

Geology
The Nature Vancouver Geology Section conducts field trips 
throughout the Vancouver region during the year. In most instances, 
the geology field trips also include observations on the ecology of 
the area visited, the purpose being to show the relationship between 
natural ecosystems and the substrate upon which they depend.

The Geology Section also has an ongoing program of compiling 
outlines of self-guiding geology field trips. These can be found on 
the Nature Vancouver website.

nature VancouVer  eVening programs
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For details of the geology field trips, refer to the Field Trips section 
of this newsletter and the Nature Vancouver website. For more 
information, contact Section Chair, David Cook at 604-924-0147 
or cookeco2@yahoo.com

Marine Biology
Evening programs are held from January through April and 
September through November on the second Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 pm in the Unitarian Centre, 949 West 49th Ave 
(at Oak St). Ample parking immediately behind the Centre, best 
entered when heading north on Oak St. Programs are open to the 
public and members are encouraged to invite friends. For more 
information and suggestions for future programs, please contact 
Program Coordinator Joan Lopez, 604-682-1617.

tHursday, marcH 8

Fraser River Watershed & BC Salmon
Dave Scott

The Fraser River watershed hosts a remarkable diversity of wild 
Chinook, chum, coho, pink and sockeye salmon, all of which rely 
on habitats in the Lower Fraser. Since colonization, however, the 
area has undergone a vast transformation, and the quantity and 
quality of salmon habitats have been drastically reduced. Today, a 
number of development proposals threaten to push the cumulative 
effects of human impacts past a tipping point. This presentation 
will explore the history of our relationship with salmon and 
their incredible importance to the biodiversity of the Salish Sea 
ecosystem. As well, Dave will detail the work that the Raincoast 
Conservation Foundation (RCF) is conducting to protect and 
restore wild salmon populations.

Dave Scott is the Lower Fraser Salmon Program Coordinator for 
RCF. He holds a Masters Degree in Resource Management from 
Simon Fraser University. His work with RCF has included leading 
the Fraser estuary juvenile salmon research program, working with 
local conservation organizations on salmon habitat in the Lower 
Fraser, and submitting evidence as an intervenor in the reviews 
for the Trans Mountain Expansion and Roberts Bank Terminal 2 
projects.

tHursday, april 12

High seas protected areas
Dr. Rashid Sumaila

Dr. Rashid Sumaila is a University of BC fisheries economist who 
has proposed innovative solutions to save the world’s wild fisheries. 
Dr. Sumaila has been awarded the 2017 Volvo Environment Prize 
for his work.

nature VancouVer  eVening programs

“This bird food is the cornerstone of our 
bird feeding regimen. It pulls in the most 
types of birds, and the lack of shells keeps 
plants from sprouting up around the base 
of the feeders.” 

Customer Review:

Feeder Staple

– Wild Birds Unlimited Customer

5.0

Our No-Mess blends have no shells, 
so they attract all the birds without  
the mess. 

And they’re a great value, too! It takes 
two bags of a regular blend to get as 
much edible seed as in one bag of our 
No-Mess blends.

Say “Yes”
to No-Mess
Bird Feeding

1302 W Broadway, Vancouver
604 736 2676

1190 Marine Dr,  North Vancouver
604 619 4585

w w w.wbu.com

FOR MORe INFO, VISIT

www.naturevancouver.ca
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nature VancouVer 

field trip guidelines
Important Information for Participants
Individuals planning to participate in a field trip are encouraged 
to contact the trip leader in advance so the leader knows who is 
planning to come. Some trips require pre-registration with the trip 
leader. Please do not call trip leaders after 9 pm.

Non-members are welcome to join Nature Vancouver field trips as 
a way to review the activities of the Society but are asked to limit 
their participation to a maximum of three events. 

An adult must accompany any children under 15 on every field 
trip. On trips to the United States, a valid passport or enhanced 
drivers license is required. It is advisable to have additional medical 
insurance as the BC Medical Plan covers only a small portion of 
any medical costs in the US. 

Nature Vancouver’s liability insurance only applies to members in 
good standing. Those who participate in field trips do so at their 
own risk. Participants will be required to sign a Release of Liability 
at the start of each trip. A PDF copy of this form is available on 
the website at www.naturevancouver.ca/Main_Field_Trips. It is 
recommended that persons wishing to participate  read the Release 
of Liability before the day of the trip.

Safety Tips for Participants
Consider the weather in the trip location as it is often very different 
from home, and elevation and geography will play a role in the 
weather and temperature. Bring appropriate clothing and footwear. 
Depending on the destination and season, bring insect repellent, 
sunscreen, lunch and/or snacks, more water than you think you will 
need, rain gear, and good hiking boots. See the Nature Vancouver 
website at www.naturevancouver.ca/Main_Field_Trips for more 
information on recommended clothing, food, hydration and other 
items. Bring hiking poles, if you use them, and always observe 
proper pole etiquette when hiking. Stay together and stay on the 
trails during all field trips.

Trip Difficulty Rating
Nature Vancouver uses a field trip classification system by rating 
the level of difficulty and adding an estimate of the time to be 
spent on the trail. The trip leader is responsible for deciding on 
the appropriate classification in conjunction with the Field Trip 
Coordinator. 

The difficulty rating system is as follows:
A. Easy: easy path or road with minimal elevation change and 

minimal hazards.
B. Moderate: trail with possible rocks, roots or other hazards. 

Moderate gradient, occasional steep but short sections.  
Up to 100 m elevation change.

C. Strenuous: moderately steep gradient. 100 m to 500 m  
elevation change.

D. Very strenuous: constant steep gradient. 500 m to 1,000 m 
elevation change.

The expected duration is then added to the letter category to obtain 
a combined letter/figure rating. Example: A C6 hike will be a C 
hike, as described above, with an estimated time on the trail of 6 
hours. 

The estimated time spent during a field trip does not include 
driving or other travel time.

Please note that these ratings are based on good weather and trail 
conditions. Wind, rain, snow, ice and deadfall on trails can make 
a trail much more difficult than it would normally be in good 
conditions.

Please consider your own abilities and experience, especially with 
more strenuous hikes. Recall the most difficult hike you’ve done in 
the past year or two and compare it to the hike you’re considering. 
If in doubt, check with the trip leader before committing yourself 
to the trip.

We are a naturalist club and not just a hiking group; if you want a 
fast hike to a destination, you may want to go with someone else. 
However, on many hikes we do have a goal in mind, and especially 
on hikes with significant distance and elevation gain there is often 
a need to move at a steady pace so we can complete the trip in 
reasonable time. 

Information for Carpooling
On all trips, passengers should contribute to gas expenses. The 
suggested cost of carpooling is $5 per person, per hour of driving 
on regular roads. On gravel roads, the suggested cost is $8 per 
person, per hour of driving.

Meeting and carpool locations will be listed in individual trip 
descriptions. Contact the trip leader if you need more information 
about meeting locations or carpooling. 

Public Transit Information
For public transit information in the Lower Mainland, contact 
Translink at www.translink.ca or 604-953-3333. For trips requiring 
a ferry journey, contact BC Ferries at www.bcferries.com or  
1-888-223-3779.

Want to be a Field Trip leader?
Nature Vancouver is always looking for more field trip leaders. 
Leaders do not need to be especially knowledgeable about birds, 
plants, or other aspects of nature as the primary role of the trip 
leaders is to organize and facilitate the trip. Contact the Field Trip 
Coordinator, Cynthia Crampton, for more information about 
becoming a Nature Vancouver field trip leader. 
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SATuRDAy, MARCh 10

cypress provincial park snowshoeing

Explore Cypress Provincial Park by snowshoe. This is a joint trip 
with Nature Vancouver and Friends of Cypress Provincial Park 
and will will include Yew Lake and Meadows, the Old Growth 
Loop and the Bowen Lookout. Dress for cold and possibly damp 
weather (several layers are better than one heavy jacket) including 
water-resistant pants/leggings and footwear; if it’s sunny, good UV-
protective sunglasses and sunscreen are strongly recommended (note 
that if it’s cloudy in the city it may be sunny on the mountain). 
Bring a lunch and warm beverage. This is a mostly easy walk with 
a moderate uphill to the lookout, and no prior experience with 
snowshoes is required. 
 
If you don’t have your own snowshoes, we recommend renting from 
MEC. Rentals are available at the mountain but not in the area 
we’ll be visiting. There is no charge for parking or to use the trails 
but all participants must obtain a waiver from Cypress Mountain 
Recreation in the Brown Bag Room at the old Black Mountain 
Lodge, in addition to signing the Nature Vancouver release form. 
Carpool at Park Royal McDonald’s at 0800 or meet at Black 
Mountain Lodge at 0845 (not the new Cypress Creek Lodge). 
Winter tires are required for the road to the ski area. Difficulty 
rating B-C5. Contact Bill Kinkaid and Lyn Grants.
 
PLEASE NOTE: THIS TRIP IS WEATHER DEPENDENT, 
AND WILL BE   IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER OR SNOW 
CONDITIONS.
 
Also note that changes in parking regulations at Cypress Bowl 
may require snowshoers to park further down the road than we’re 
accustomed to, so please contact the leader and allow extra time if 
meeting us on the mountain.
 
SATuRDAy, MARCh 17

birding Queen elizabeth park

This is a half day walk through the park to see regular plus early 
migrant birds. Beginner birders welcome. Meet in between the dog 
walk area and the pitch and putt in the east parking lot at 8:30 am. 
Washrooms, free parking. Leader: Adrian 604 263 7957

sunday, marcH 18

Barnston Island
Difficulty Rating B5

Visit Barnston Island to look for early migrant birds and other signs 
of spring and enjoy mountain views and scenes along the Fraser 
River. This is an easy but long (10 km) walk around the perimeter 
of the island, mostly on flat paved roads. Pack lunch and a warm 
beverage and prepare for all weather conditions. Carpool at Franklin 
and Penticton at 0800 or meet at the ferry (free) at the east end of 
104th Avenue in Surrey at 0845. Contact Bill Kinkaid.

nature VancouVer  field trips
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SATuRDAy, MARCh 24

Birding at DeBoville Slough & Minnekhada 
regional park

Join us for a half day birding trip to Coquitlam’s DeBoville Slough/
Minnekhada Regional Park. Osprey, hummingbirds, and swallows 
should be back on their breeding grounds. Spring migrants will 
also be moving through the area. With luck we should catch a 
glimpse of Sandhill Crane, Red Crossbills, Band-tailed Pigeon and 
Western Meadowlark. Meet in the main parking lot adjacent to the 
public washrooms at Cedar & Victoria Drives in Port Coquitlam 
at 0900. We will position an appropriate number of vehicles in 
the parking lot off Quarry Road in Minnekhada RP for our return 
trip. Larry Cowan 604-307-0931

wednesday, marcH 28

One-Day Trip to Vancouver Island: Birding & 
the herring Spawn

As we near our 100th anniversary of being a society, we are pleased 
to announce a repeat of this field trip – a familiar activity from the 
past!

Join your nature vancouver friends for a day trip to vancouver 
island, to see the incredible bird activity brought on by the 
annual herring migration from california – a rare and authentic 
experience.
We will leave as foot passengers on the 8:20 am ferry from 
horseshoe bay (senior fare is $8.60, Not a senior yet? The one-
way fare is $17.20). We will meet on board the ship. Long-time 
member bill merilees will meet us at departure bay with a small 
passenger bus. We will go to rathtrevor park first, aiming to see 
what has gathered as a result of the bounty of the herring spawn 
run. We will then go to lunch at the shady rest, at qualicum beach 
(as we did in the past!). For quicker lunch service, we’ve arranged 
for two meal choices – fish & chips or fish tacos. We’ll do more 
bird watching/beach watching after lunch. We will get the 5:50 
pm departure bay ferry back to horseshoe bay.
Cost: $70 per person; if you do not want lunch at shady rest, $55 
per person. There are just a few spaces available.
For further information please contact cynthia crampton, 
cynthiacrampton@yahoo.Ca or 604-738-1405.
For updates, see http://naturevancouver.Ca/node3020 ; for 
background see http://www.Ecology.Com/2014/01/14/vancouver-
islands-herring-spawn/ .

FRIDAy, MARCh 30

Okanagan Mountain Backpacking Trip

Easter weekend backpacking trip to look for spring birds and 
flowers at Okanagan Mountain south of Kelowna. The overnight 
destination is to be decided, but we expect a strenuous hike of 
10-12 kilometres with approximately 500 metres elevation gain 
to our campsite. We’ll camp for two nights and explore further on 
the day in between. Snow is a possibility and overnight freezing 

temperatures are likely, but daytime weather should be clear and 
sunny. NOTE: ticks are expected in the area. 
 
Each person is responsible for their own food and equipment 
though some sharing of equipment is possible. Carpooling will be 
arranged. Limit of ten participants. Contact Daphne Nagorsen 
and Bill Kinkaid for more information and to register - deadline is 
Wednesday 21 March.

saturday, april 7

Iona Spring Birding #1

This is the first of four Saturday Birding Trips at Iona Island 
Regional Park to observe the changing species as the migration 
season progresses. Meet leader Colin Clark (604 274 5379) at  
9 am in the parking lot near washrooms at the end of Park Road. 
Trips will last about 3 hours, covering the outer and inner ponds. 
Dress for the weather and  wear boots as some trails may be 
muddy. Bring bins or scopes.

sunday, april 8

wildflowers and birds at Horth Hill

This year Bengül will be leading Kelly Sekhon’ annual botany and 
birding trip to see the spring wildflowers and birds at Horth Hill, 
within walking distance of the Swartz Bay ferry terminal. We need 
birders and plants identifiers in the group.
We will walk on to the 9 am ferry at Tsawwassen and catch the 
5 pm ferry back. Please note that foot passengers must purchase 
tickets 10 minutes before sailing time. Bring lunch, drinks and 
suitable clothing for a day in the open. Difficulty Rating: Easy 
walking (about 8km) with a short uphill section.
Contact Bengül by e-mail (bengul_kurtar@yahoo.com) to register 
for the trip and to arrange carpools. 

saturday, april 14 

Jericho park birding

This is a half day birding walk to look for migrants. Meet at the 
West entrance at 8 am. NW Marine Drive at Discovery Street.
Parking and washrooms available.
Leader; Adrian.

saturday, april 21

Iona Spring Birding #2

This is the second  of four Saturday Birding Trips at Iona Island 
Regional Park to observe the changing species as the migration 
season progresses. Meet leader Colin Clark (604 274 5379) at  
9 am in the parking lot near washrooms at the end of Park Road. 
Trips will last about 3 hours, covering the outer and inner ponds. 
Dress for the weather and  wear boots as some trails may be 
muddy. Bring bins or scopes.

nature VancouVer  field trips
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saturday, april 21

birding port coquitlam’s pitt river dyke

Join us for a half-day birding field trip along Port Coquitlam’s 
Pitt River Dyke north from the east end of Nicola Place back to 
the parking lot at DeBoville Slough. This field trip covers some 
excellent dyke-side habitats. We will be on the lookout for Spring 
migrants. Meet in the main parking lot adjacent to the public 
washrooms at Cedar & Victoria Drives (DeBoville Slough) in Port 
Coquitlam at 0830. We will then carpool to our starting location. 
Larry Cowan 604 307 0931

sunday, april 22

Half-day birding field trip iona regional park

Join John Chandler  for a half-day birding trip to Iona Regional 
Park in Richmond. We will be looking for arriving shorebirds and 
early migrants. We’ll start by exploring the inner ponds and then 
work our way through the outer ponds and along the river. If you 
are interested, you can walk the South Jetty after the field trip. 
Dress for chilly and/or wet weather. Meet John in the parking lot 
by the washrooms at 0830. Contact John at 604-839-8777.

saturday, april 28

galiano island hike - difficulty level c6

Moderately strenuous day hike to Galiano Island for spring birds 
and flowers and views. This is a 12 km hike on forest trails and 
roads with two fairly steep climbs and descents from sea level to 
300 metres and back down. Pack lunch and water, wear good 
boots or hiking shoes and come prepared for all weather. Meet on 
the Gulf Islands ferry departing 0855 from Tsawwassen terminal. 
Take bus #620 from Bridgeport Canada Line station or Ladner 
Exchange; for carpooling, please contact the leader by Thursday 
evening. Please note that foot passengers must be at the terminal 
ten minutes before departure. The return ferry leaves Galiano at 
1650 and returns to Tsawwassen at 1745. Adult fare is currently 
$19.80 from Tsawwassen and $10.20 for the return. Difficulty 
level C7. Contact Bill Kinkaid.

SATuRDAy, MAy 5

Iona Spring Birding #3

This is the third of four Saturday Birding Trips at Iona Island 
Regional Park to observe the changing species as the migration 
season progresses. Meet leader Colin Clark (604 274 5379) at  
9 am in the parking lot near washrooms at the end of Park Road. 
Trips will last about 3 hours, covering the outer and inner ponds. 
Dress for the weather and  wear boots as some trails may be 
muddy. Bring bins or scopes.

SATuRDAy,MAy 12 

Jericho park birding
 
This is an International Migratory Bird Day celebration. a half day 
walk to see warblers and other spring arrivals.New and beginner 
Birders welcome.Meet at the West entrance; NW Marine Drive at 
Discovery Street at 9:30 AM.Leader; Adrian.

SATuRDAy, MAy 19

Stein Valley backpacking trip

Victoria Day long weekend backpacking trip to the Stein Valley 
near Lytton. We’ll hike in to the Teepee campsite for two nights 
and explore further up the valley on the day in between. The hike 
in is a moderately strenuous 8 kilometres on a good trail with 
minimal net elevation gain but one steep up and down section. 
 
Each person is responsible for their own food and equipment 
though some sharing of equipment is possible. Carpooling will be 
arranged. Limit of ten participants. Contact Daphne Nagorsen 
and Bill Kinkaid for more information and to register (deadline is 
Sunday 6 May).

nature VancouVer  field trips
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Call for Nominations:  

2018 nature Vancouver 
Awards
By Bev Ramey

Please consider nominating a deserving Nature Vancouver 
member for one of these awards:

- Kaye & Charles Ney Award for exemplary service and 
dedication
- Davidson Awar d for Conservation
- Kay Beamish Award for Nature Education 
- Garibaldi Award for Service

OR consider nominating someone outside Nature Vancouver 
for the Frank Sanford Community Service Award. 
Members can also be nominated for this award but outside 
nominations are encouraged.

Details describing each of these awards are on Nature 
Vancouver’s website at http://naturevancouver.ca/node/2403
For a list of past recipients, please log in to the website and 
go to Awards in the Members Area, or contact one of the 
committee members.

Your nomination should include a description of your 
nominee’s contributions, about a half page in length.
Email your nomination to the Awards Chair, Bev Ramey 
bevramey@telus.net  or contact by phone 604 224-7689. 
Other members of the Awards Committee include Bill 
Kinkaid, Bengul Kurtar and Jude Grass, and any of us would 
be pleased to help if you have questions.
Deadline to submit your nomination is Monday, March 26. 
Awards will be presented at the Nature Vancouver AGM on 
Thursday, April 26, 2018.

SATuRDAy, MAy 19

Iona Spring Birding #4

This is the last of four Saturday Birding Trips at Iona Island 
Regional Park to observe the changing species as the migration 
season progresses. Meet leader Colin Clark (604 274 5379) at  
9 am in the parking lot near washrooms at the end of Park Road. 
Trips will last about 3 hours, covering the outer and inner ponds. 
Dress for the weather and  wear boots as some trails may be 
muddy. Bring bins or scopes. (NOTE: in contrast to previous 
years these trips will only number four this year.)
 
SATuRDAy, MAy 26

birding at colony farm regional park

This morning, half-day birding field trip is at Colony Farm 
Regional Park. Our target specie will be Colony Farm’s feature 
bird the Lazuli Bunting. Other species hoped for include Western 
Kingbird, Band-tailed Pigeon & American Bittern. Meet leader, 
Larry Cowan, in the parking area at the east-end of Colony Farm 
Rd. at 08:30. 604 307 0931

FRIDAy, JuNe 29

manning park weekend

Spend Canada Day long weekend camping and hiking in 
Manning Provincial Park. If we drive up on Friday that gives us 
two full days to hike and explore. Stay at the lodge or camp - 
reservations are essential http://www.discovercamping.ca/. Each 
person is responsible for their own food and equipment and 
booking accommodations, though some sharing of equipment 
and campsites is possible. Carpooling can be arranged. Contact 
Daphne Nagorsen and Bill Kinkaid for more information and 
to register. Deadline is Wednesday 20 June but campsites fill 
up quickly and reservations should be made as far in advance as 
possible - reservations open for this weekend on 28 February!

Alpine MeAdow Hiking
durrAnd glAcier cHAlet in tHe SelkirkS

Hiking trails, blooming meadows… waterfalls
and mountain lakes… marmots, mountain goats

& birds… over 100 flowers, a mecca for  
naturalists and pHotograpHers.

guided or on your own… Helicopter access only,
from revelstoke, bc.… swiss-style alpine cHalet…  
first-class meals and lodging,  one or two person 

rooms…  
always smiling and Helpful staff!

Selkirk MountAin experience
Box 2998, revelStoke, Bc v0e 2S0 cAnAdA

250-837-2381
info@Selkirkexperience.coM

www.Selkirkexperience.co
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conference & agm
tHursday may 10 to sunday may 13, 2018
hOSTeD By NATuRe VANCOuVeR

By Elena Klein

Thanks to the heroic efforts of Helen Aqua and Bev Ramey 
registration and program pages for the BC Nature 2018 
Conference and AGM were ready for printing in the winter edition 
of BCnature. 

As of late February, 70 registrants had already claimed their first-
choice trips and tours. Participants have begun to book their rooms 
in Ponderosa Commons. 

The committee is still hard at work focusing on preparing 
registration packages, wayfinding material, and finalizing details for 
the Botanical Gardens dinner and Saturday night banquet. Little 
details still need teasing, but the pace seems much easier now. The 
committee has grown and Nature Vancouver members continue to 
step forward to fill in volunteer gaps but more are needed for short 
shifts. 

So many thanks to those who have volunteered to make this a 
wonderful experience for all and to showcase our society during 
our centenary.  Don’t forget that the early bird registration ends 
on March 15!  Go to https://event.naturevancouver.ca for details 
and downloadable registration forms. Forms are also available from 
Helen at any evening program. Payment can be made via cheque 
or online with PayPal. Note: new, more convenient, location for 
the Saturday banquet, details on website.

Wild Things: The Power of Nature in Our Lives will be the 
inaugural exhibition for the City of Vancouver’s circle economy 
initiative. 

The purpose of the Vancouver Upcycle Design project is to build 
demand for recovered materials in order to catalyze the shift to 
a more circular economy in Vancouver’s design, production, 
construction, and demolition sectors. (VUD action plan2, City of 
Vancouver). 

A demolished structure ends in the land fill, a deconstructed 
structure is broken down into its components and those materials 
rebuilt into something new. This is reclaimed materials at a grand 
scale. 

Currently approximately 30% of a museum exhibition is reused. 
The goal for our co-production with the Museum of Vancouver is 
80% reused or upcycled. This introduces a tremendous challenge 
for the designers and fabricators. However, after the initial work, 
future exhibitions should benefit from this effort. For more 
information, search: Upcycling Vancouver.

Wild Things: The Power of Nature in Our Lives opens June 27, 
2018 and runs until January 2019. This exhibition is one of many 
ways that Nature Vancouver is celebrating its 100th year. 

Nature Vancouver and the 
Museum of Vancouver
upcycle  
By Elena Klein

Dunlins photo by Linda Mueller

Museum of Vancouver phonto by Linda Mueller
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A message from former Nature Vancouver Marine Biology Committee Member 
Deborah Simpson:

The “Wonders of the Salish Sea” program  
is being offered again this year – our third year! 

The presenters are all dedicated and inspiring local scientists, naturalists, 
and environmentalists who have generously offered their time for this 

community education initiative. | Price: $35

Mondays, April 9 to May 7: 7 - 9 pm
Saturday field trips, April 21 & May 5, goo.gl/oxaw5e 2 - 4 pm (approx)

Mount Pleasant Community Centre, 1 Kingsway, Vancouver
Register online at Vancouver Recreation: goo.gl/oxaw5e 

In person at 1 Kingsway, or by phone 604-257-3080
 For more info contact Deborah Simpson, dsimpson@shaw.ca

The 2018 summer camp will be at BC’s McGillivray Pass, in the 
Bendor Range of the Coast Mountains, south of Bralorne between 
the Bridge Valley and Anderson Lake. This will be a backcountry 
alpine camp with all gear and equipment flown in by helicopter, 
and accessed by a hike of 8.5 kilometres.

Two weeks are being offered with a maximum of 40 campers 
per week. This camp is fully catered starting with Sunday dinner 
through to a packed lunch on the final Sunday.

The cost of this camp will be $925; children under 16 years old 
are half price ($460) and families are heartily encouraged. The 
application form and other documents can be downloaded by 
typing this into your browser:  goo.gl/sftbVj

You will be taken to a DropBox.com website that may encourage 
you to login, or create a login account, or download some software, 
but none of that is needed to access this folder.

You must be a current member of Nature Vancouver to attend 
the camp. If your membership has expired or you will be joining 
the club as a new member, the back page of this magazine has 
membership information and a form you can complete and mail to 
the Membership Secretary. Priority will be given to those who were 
paid up members as of December 31, 2017.

Note: Week One is currently full & Week Two is quickly filling up.
For more information, please contact Nigel Peck, Camp Chair, at 
nigel@npeck.ca

Nature Vancouver
2018 summer camp

mcgillivray pass, bralorne
July 22 - 29 and July 29 - August 5

Text and photo by Nigel Peck
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NatureKids BC/Young Naturalists’ Club
Honorary president: Daphne Solecki
president: Valery Ross | executive Director: Louise Pedersen
604-985-3059 | www.naturekidsbc.ca/2010/09/vancouver.html

natureKids participate in the christmas bird count & forest walk
Photos and text by Leslie Bol

Last October, NatureKids Vancouver went exploring with UBC 
Forestry professor Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk van den Bosch and 
learned how our local trees make our cities and lives better. We 
measured trees to assess their health, and talked about the many 
ways animals use trees. 

In November, along with nature mentors Cindy Cheng and Sara 
Barron, we walked through beautiful Pacific Spirit Park and learned 
how climate change can impact our neighbourhoods and forests. In 
February, we went night snowshoeing with members of the Elder 
Council of Parks in BC. With lighting from our glowing lanterns, 
we enjoyed hearing folkloric legends of forest creatures and the 
night sky. 

NatureKids Vancouver also participated in the Christmas Bird 
Count for Kids (CBC4Kids) on December 9, organized by Bird 
Studies Canada, NatureKids BC, and Stanley Park Ecology Society. 

The Vancouver contingent chose to join in with the Beaver Lake 
survey. The cold, cloudy, and misty weather made for spectacular 
views of the lake, and our group of families and mentors identified 
15 species of birds, and saw a total of 164 birds. Among these 
were Hooded Mergansers, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Pied-billed 
Grebes, Chickadees, a Common Raven, Anna’s Hummingbird, and 
of course, Mallards. It was wonderful to see so many young people 
fully engaged in spotting, identifying, and counting birds. Many 
thanks to the organizers for making this event possible.
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Ongoing Nature Walks

FOR MORe INFO, VISIT

www.naturevancouver.ca

Reifel Bird Sanctuary
Every Sunday, enjoy a bird walk with volunteer birders at Reifel 
Bird Sanctuary in Delta. Meet at the reception area at 10 am. 
Admission fee is $5 for adults and $3 for children (2-14 yrs) and 
seniors (60+). Phone 604-946-6980 for more information.

stanley park ecology society - discovery 
Walks
On these two-hour, guided walks, leaving from the Nature House 
at Lost Lagoon on most Sundays, explore the natural and cultural 
history of Stanley Park. Departure times, topics and fees vary. To 
ensure your participation, contact the Program Manager at 604-
257-8544 to reserve. Space permitting, drop-ins are welcome. The 
SPEC website is: http://stanleyparkecology.ca/education

lighthouse park preservation society monthly 
Bird Count
Held on the first Sunday of the month except January, holidays 
included. Meet at the top of the parking lot. Upcoming start times 
are 8:30AM for the March and April counts. To take advantage 
of breeding birds and bird song, the May, June, July and August 
counts start at 7 AM. Beginning birders are always welcome. 
Ocean birds are counted as well as land birds. Easy trails and finish 
at about 11 AM. Contact Suann Hosie for more info: suannhosie@
gmail.com . Call 604-926-9094 or cell: 604-240-2452 .

Maplewood Flats Conservation Area
The Wild Bird Trust’s monthly bird survey of Maplewood Flats 
Conservation Area, North Vancouver is conducted on the first 
Saturday of each month. Meet at 8 am in the parking lot of the 
Pacific Environment Science Centre, 2645 Dollarton Highway. If 
the gate is closed, park adjacent to the highway. For details, contact 
Janice Wilson, Bird Survey Co-ordinator, 778-279-3216. On the 
second Saturday of each month you’re welcome to join Al and Jude 
Grass for a nature walk starting at 10 am.

Terra Nova Natural Area
This bird survey of The Terra Nova Natural Area in Richmond 
is conducted on the third Saturday of each month. Meet in the 
Terra Nova parking lot at 8 am (October-March) or 7 am (April-
September). For details please contact the co-ordinator, Hugh 
Griffiths at 604-992-7689. The nature reserve is at the west end of 
Westminster Highway, west of No.1 Road.

uBC Farm
Every third Sunday of each month, join in a bird survey at the 
UBC Farm. All levels of birding knowledge are welcome to 
participate. The monthly survey takes from two to four hours, 
depending on weather conditions and how many birds we see. The 
survey begins at 8 am (March to September) and 9 am (October 
to February). Meet at the main gate to the UBC Farm, located on 
South Campus, at 3461 Ross Drive. http://ubcfarm.ubc.ca/ For 
more information, contact Bev Ramey at 604-224-7689.

everett crowley park
On the third Sunday of each month at Everett Crowley Park 
in southeast Vancouver. Meet at 0830 year-round at the main 
entrance on Kerr Street south of 63rd Avenue (near the top of 
the hill from Southeast Marine Drive). The walk generally takes 
approximately two hours. Contact Margo Longland, malongland@
yahoo.ca

Hastings park sanctuary
The Hastings Park Conservancy’s Environmental Committee and 
guest naturalists lead monthly nature walks through the Sanctuary 
in Hastings Park. All walks leave from the northeast corner of the 
Sanctuary (near the red barns and the Playland restrooms). There 
is free parking on site for visitors to the Sanctuary, or take the bus 
to Hastings & Renfrew Streets. Usually on fourth or last Saturday 
of each month; for a schedule of walks go to http://hastingspark.
ca or contact Doug Cooper at hdcooper@gmail.com or info@
hastingspark.ca
.
Monthly Tours of Burns Bog 
10am to 12 noon, usually 2nd and last Saturday of each month. 
Meet in front of Planet Ice Delta rinks (10388 Nordel Crt, Delta, 
east of Hwy 91 underpass)
Cost: $10/person ($7.50 with pre-registration)
Join our nature guide for a walk through the beautiful Delta 
Nature Reserve. Tours discuss Bog Environments, Natural history, 
First Nations, Flora and Fauna, and points out many unique 
and interesting features found along the 3km boardwalk. The 
Delta Nature Reserve is fully boardwalked and fully wheel-chair 
accessible.
To learn more, visit the Burns Bog Conservation Society website.
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NATuRe VANCOuVeR Contacts
WWW.NATuReVANCOuVeR.CA

Board of Directors, 2017 - 2018
(For Directors’ responsibilities see page 3)
President .......................Bill Kinkaid .....................billkinkaid@gmail.com .................. 604-456-0277
Vice President ...............Bengul Kurtar ..................bengul_kurtar@yahoo.com............ 604-733-5327
Secretary/Treasurer ........Jeremy McCall .................jpmccall@elus.net .......................... 604-876-7694
Director ........................Helen Aqua ......................helen.aqua@gmail.com ..................  604-787-4883
Director ........................Colin Clasen ....................colinclasen@shaw.ca ...................... 604-942-1262
Director ........................David Cook .....................cookeco2@yahoo.com ................... 604-924-0147
Director ........................Harry Crosby ...................harry_crosby@telus.net ................. 604-524-5200 
Director ........................Jude Grass ........................judegrass@shaw.ca ......................... 604-219-2043
Director ........................Joan Lopez .......................joan.lopez@live.com ...................... 604-682-1617
Director ........................Nigel Peck ........................nigel@npeck.ca .............................. 604-255-0121
Director ........................Bev Ramey .......................bevramey@telus.net ....................... 604-224-7689
Recording Secretary ......Daphne Nagorsen ............daphnehn@gmail.com

Section Contacts
Birding .........................Jude Grass ........................judegrass@shaw.ca ......................... 604-219-2043
Birding Trips .................Adrian Grant Duff ...........angrantduff@gmail.com ................ 604-263-7957
Botany ..........................Ron Long .........................rlphoto@shaw.ca ........................... 604-469-1651
Geology ........................David Cook .....................cookeco2@yahoo.com ................... 604-924-0147
Marine Biology .............Joan Lopez .......................joan.lopez@live.com ...................... 604-682-1617

Other Contacts:
100th Anniversary  
Committee ...................Bev Ramey .......................bevramey@telus.net ....................... 604-224-7689
Archivist .......................Daphne Nagorsen ............daphnehn@gmail.com
Camp Committee .........Nigel Peck ........................nigel@npeck.ca .............................. 604-255-0121
Conservation Coordinator... Harry Crosby ............harry_crosby@telus.net ................. 604-524-5200
Discovery Journal
• Editor .........................Jeremy McCall  ................jpmccall@telus.net ........................ 604-876-7694
• Book Review Editor ...June Ryder .......................jmryder@telus.net ......................... 604-736-4189
 • Nature Notes Editor ..David Cook .....................cookeco2@yahoo.com ................... 604-924-0147
Field Trips .....................Cynthia Crampton ...........cynthiacrampton@yahoo.ca ........... 604-738-1405
Hiking/Backpacking .....Bill Kinkaid .....................billkinkaid@gmail.com .................. 604-456-0277
Membership Secretary ...Helen Aqua ......................helen.aqua@gmail.com ..................  604-787-4883
NatureKids Vancouver ..Leslie Bol .........................vancouver@naturekidsbc.ca
Nature Tours .................Jude Grass ........................judegrass@shaw.ca ......................... 604-219-2043
Outreach Coordinator ..Helen Aqua ......................helen.aqua@gmail.com ..................  604-787-4883
Photography .................Ron Long .........................rlphoto@shaw.ca ........................... 604-469-1651
Social Coordinator ........Helen Aqua ......................helen.aqua@gmail.com ..................  604-787-4883
Speakers Programs ........Jude Grass ........................judegrass@shaw.ca ......................... 604-219-2043
Vancouver Naturalist
• Editor .........................Deborah Fong ..................newsletter@naturevancouver.ca
Volunteer Coordinator ..Helen Aqua ......................helen.aqua@gmail.com ..................  604-787-4883
Website Mgmt ..............Daphne Nagorsen ............admin@naturevancouver.ca
Weekly Emails ..............Denis Laplante .................info@naturevancouver.ca
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Nature Vancouver Membership Information
Founded in 1918 by Professor John Davidson, Nature Vancouver is 
a not-for-profit charitable society, registered under the BC Societies 
Act. All donations to the Society other than membership dues are 
tax deductible. Membership in Nature Vancouver is open to all. 
Nature Vancouver is a federated club of BC Nature; so members of 
Nature Vancouver are also members of BC Nature and receive its 
quarterly newsletter, BC Nature. 
BC Nature also provides third-party liability insurance for members 
who participate in field trips organized by Nature Vancouver, BC 
Nature or other member clubs.

The programs offered by Nature Vancouver include weekly field 
trips, and evening programs on subjects such as birds, botany, 
marine biology and natural history topics. 

Workshops on bird identification and digital photography  
are also available to members. 

An annual week-long summer camp is organized in various alpine 
wilderness areas in different parts of BC.

Nature Vancouver undertakes nature conservation initiatives in 
Metro Vancouver area. 

Discovery, an annual journal of natural history, and Vancouver 
Naturalist, a quarterly newsletter, are included with the 
membership.

For more information about membership, please contact  
Helen Aqua, Membership Secretary, helen.aqua@gmail.com  
or 604-787-4883

Privacy Policy:
Nature Vancouver does not share personal information with third 
parties. The information collected on membership forms will be 
used solely for the purpose of providing services to members or for 
the organization of the Society’s programs and activities. 
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MEMB#:  ……………..... 
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JOIN YEAR: 
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DUES PAY’T: 
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DONATION: 
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Nature Vancouver NEW APPLICATION or RENEWAL Membership Form 
 
  I am taking out a new membership or renewing my membership for  !  1 year !  2 years !  3 years 

As a new member, I agree to my full name being published in a list of new members in the Vancouver Naturalist: !  Yes !  No 

This is a     !  Family Membership $50   !  Individual Membership $40   !  Student Membership $20  
!  30+ years (as a member) Family Membership $25  !  30+ years (as a member) Individual Membership $20  !  Junior Membership $10 

 I already belong to BC Nature through another BC Nature affiliated club:      ,  
 so I will deduct $16 from my membership fee, or donate the $16 – see below  Name of club 
 
Last Name       First Name       

Additional Family Member: 

Last Name       First Name      
   
Street Address & City         Postal Code   
   Apt & Street   City 
Phone number(s)      Email address(s)      
 

  I want my newsletters mailed to me !   I will read newsletters online !  
 
I am interested in / I would like to volunteer for          
 

 My membership fee of $     is attached, plus a donation of $     for the!  

Endowment Fund !  Conservation Fund !  NatureKids  !  Education Trust Fund Other:    

Please mail this form to Nature Vancouver with your cheque to: 
Membership Secretary, Nature Vancouver 

P.O. Box 3021 - Station Terminal, Vancouver, BC  V6B 3X5 
Or, you can pay at a program meeting night, where cash is okay too! 

!


